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1903    Maynard's parents Axel and Helen Rose Fosberg moved to Cougar Gulch  
  near Coeur d' Alene and their homestead. While at Cougar Gulch   
  Maynard's brothers Raymond, Harold, Kenneth, and Marion were born in 
  Spokane. 
 
1906-1915 Maynard's father, Axel, helped build Long Lake dam near Spokane.  
  Long Lake dam was started in 1910 by WA Water Power Company  
  and finished in 1915. The family moved to Spokane and lived with Helen  
  Rose's brother Bill while Axel worked on the dam because their   
  homestead was destroyed in the 1910 fire. Axel helped build a house for  
  brother Bill.  During wheat harvest, Axel worked on the harvester.   
 
1910    The ravaging fire of 1910 forced the Fosberg family to leave their   
  homestead at Cougar Gulch. When they returned no remnants of their  
  cabin remained.  

1916 The Axel Fosberg family moved to Turlock, California, and purchased 
property (~30 acres) at Geer and Hedstrom roads to farm and raise 
crops/livestock. Some of crops included melons, honey dew, cantaloupes,  
and watermelon. They sold some of their melons to the family-owned 
Turlock Fruit Company. 

1919 On July 7th, Maynard and his twin sister Eva were born at Turlock, CA. 
Maynard and his siblings helped raise melons (all types) and crops to sell.  
His family worked hard and Maynard loved his life of farming. His mother, 
Helen Rose, instilled interest in all the children about nature, plants and 
wildlife. 

1935  Earned his Eagle scout award. 

1937 Eva Fosberg graduated from Turlock High School. Eva was involved in 
several high school groups: annual, GAA, sports, biology, drawing/painting   
club. Her senior year she was the annual editor. In the 1937 annual her 
drawings were featured as headings for each section. She went to college 
and majored in art.  She passed away in xxxx from colon cancer.   

1938 Maynard Fosberg graduated from Turlock High School.  Maynard was 
playing football with brother Kenneth and broke his arm. He missed about 
3 weeks of school, so when he returned to school, the school 
administration told him he had missed too much school and had to go 



another semester to finish high school.  Maynard did photos for the annual 
and worked in the photo lab developing film and photos for the annuals. 
He belonged to several school clubs like biology, sports, annual. Maynard 
also played football at right end. He remembers in practice that he was 
across from a Portuguese football member that weighed about 250 
pounds. He pushed Maynard around and the coach would yell, “Fosberg 
you need to eat more spinach so you can push others around.” 

1938-1940 Attended Modesto Junior College and graduated with an AA in Science. 
After Maynard’s graduation, Maynard took a job working with two other 
young men to help navigate a boat made by Mr. Hadley and a friend to 
Alaska.  Mr. Hadley wanted to take his wife and 2 daughters, who 
attended Modesto Junior College, to Alaska.  Maynard recalls when they 
entered the harbor of Port Angels that Mr. Hadley missed the correct 
passage and nearly ran the boat up on the rocks. He managed to correct 
the boat and arrived safely; however, Maynard said it was the scariest part 
of the trip.  They ended up at Juneau, Alaska, then returned back to the 
CA coast.  

1940  Joined the US Army Air Corp October,1940. 

1940-1945 Participated in World War II and perfected his skills as a photographer for 
the US Army Air Corp. Met Margaret at a Georgia USO as she was a 
nurse. Maynard and his three best friends (Bill Mayhew, xxx, xxx) enlisted 
in the service during World War II. The plan was to be together during the 
war, but that did not happen.  

1945  In November, Maynard was honorably discharged from the US Army Air  
  Corp. 

1945 Enrolled at the University of Wisconsin spring semester. He was 
encouraged by his brother Raymond, Smithsonian botanist, to go to 
Wisconsin since he knew Maynard was interested in science. Maynard 
was commuting 20 miles to school because housing was tight after the 
war. He ran into an AGR member when walking to class. He asked 
Maynard if he wanted to live on campus as the AGR member stated he 
thought they had one room left. Maynard was quick to reply, yes. He 
joined the Alpha Gamma Rho (AGR) fraternity. This started his legacy with 
the AGR fraternity.  

1947  Graduated from the University of Wisconsin with a BS degree in Soil  
  Science. 



1947  Married Margaret Williams May 22, 1947 at Thomasville, Georgia.   
  Margaret told Maynard if they were going to keep seeing each other, they  
  should just get married. He said it sounded like a good idea to him. 

1949  Graduated from the University of Wisconsin with a MS degree in Soil  
  Science. Thesis title: Soil and Site Conditions Typical of the Maple-  
  Basswood Association in Southern Wisconsin. 

1949 Hired July 15th by the University of Idaho to teach and do research in soil 
science.  Margaret said they only intended to stay at the U of I for 3-years. 
Maynard taught and did research related to soil genesis, classification and 
soil survey.  His research program was strongly oriented toward interdisci-  
plinary studies in range and forest plant communities, geology, and 
anthropology.   
 
Maynard had another job to consider about the same time he received the 
U of I job offer. Famed architect Frank Lloyd Wright wrote to him from 
Taliesin West in Phoenix suggesting he sign on as a herdsman. 

Instead, Maynard began teaching soil science at Idaho, modeling his 
instructional methods after an influential professor at Madison who served 
on his graduate committee: Aldo Leopold. Leopold’s career spanned jobs 
from a range conservationist to perhaps the most influential wildlife 
management professor. Following his death in 1948, Leopold’s most 
memorable work is instilling a land ethic in the generations that followed. 

“He would lecture, then oversee the laboratory part of the class. For one 
exercise we had to go out and learn about an animal, create a trap for it, 
catch one to study. Then we let them go,” Maynard recalled. “One of my 
soil science professors did the same thing,” he said. “When I started 
teaching, I gave a lecture, and then for the lab I wanted students to see 
the soil and feel it.” And that led to Maynard’s work to collect soil 
monoliths, sections of soil carefully mounted and preserved to display their 
unique characteristics. 

1949 Maynard collected his first monolith with Roger Harder (card no. 08-38, 
Athena series). His collection, assembled with the help of students and 
others now exceeds 230. Many are on display along the first-floor hallway 
in the E.J. Iddings Agricultural Sciences Building on campus. 

1951  Fosberg's purchased property in May at the end of D' Street and moved to 
  their new home. They lived out of Moscow proper at the time. 



1951  Stephanie Ann was born July 8th, 1951. 

1954  Mark Barrett was born January 26th, 1954. 

1956  Maynard's first MS student, Fred Sandoval, graduated from the U of I with  
  a soil science degree. Thesis title: A characterization study of the Sebree- 
  Chilcott soil series association (slick spots) in Idaho. 
 
1959  Maynard collected a soil monolith of the Cecil series at Margaret's family  
  farm in Georgia (card no. 07-01, one of two Ultisol soil orders in the  
  collection). They brought the monolith back to Idaho tied to the roof top  
  of their car. Margaret thought it was not much fun bringing the monolith  
  back to Idaho. 

1960-2019 Maynard’s twin sister, Eva, gave him an orchid plant from Hawaii for his 
birthday. He kept it in his office at the old wing (1951) - Ag. Science 
building until he retired in 1989. The plant never bloomed while in the 
sunny window of CALS room 116. He moved the plant to the only window 
at CALS room 145 – Pedology Laboratory. The window was tinted and 
usually very cold in the winter. After moving it to the window, it bloomed 
the first winter. Cuttings were taken off the plant from time to time, but all 
died. An irregular help student, Henry White, who majored in plant science 
with a minor in Spanish took a plant propagation class. He learned why we 
could not get any cuttings to root. He said to cut off the shoot, leave out in 
air for 2-days, then put in water. Yep it started roots.  Many cuttings were 
taken off the mother plant and Maynard has about 6 plants in his bay 
window in his kitchen. Last year he had over 30 blossoms on those plants. 
When the Pedology Laboratory was closed, the mother plant was moved 
to Aletha Lassiter’s house after 5 more cuttings were taken off of it. The 
mother plant is doing well at 59-years old. 

1962-2019 Joined Moscow Rotary Club and stayed an active member. 

1963  Fosberg's started their horse farm - boarding and raising horses. 

1963  Received his PhD from the University of Wisconsin in Soil Science and  
  Geology.  His thesis work was done in south Idaho. Thesis title: Genesis  
  of Some Soils Associated with Low and Big Sagebrush Complexes in the  
  Brown, Chestnut, and Chernozem - Prairie Zones in South Central and  
  South Western Idaho. Maynard's major professor, Francis Hole, told him  
  to rent a motel room in Wisconsin for a month to finish his thesis. Instead  
  Maynard worked every day for a month in a room on 4th floor of the old  
  UI-Morrill Hall. The most striking feature from Maynard's work in south  
  Idaho was the soils were affected by remnants of periglacial climates  
  similar to those at Prudhoe Bay, Alaska. 



1965-1989 Maynard became involved with Dr. Edward W. Tisdale, Min Hironaka, and 
Albert H. Winward in the long-term development of sagebrush-grass 
habitat types of southern Idaho.  Dr. E. W Tisdale was the leader for Idaho 
in habitat type classification that evolved over 30-years. The habitat type 
classification provides a basis for classifying landscape areas possessing 
similar effective environment, expressed by their ability to produce the 
same climax vegetation. Maynard spent summers collecting soil samples 
to verify the sagebrush-grass habitat types for southern Idaho.  They 
discovered that a single soil body supports only a single climax vegetation, 
a means to distinguish between differences in vegetation due to site or to 
disturbance. Areas that were drastically altered required a greater 
dependence placed on soils and on other site information for proper and 
consistent identification of the habitat type. In the 1983 publication they 
showed the habitat type as related to the soil groups or series and 
classifications. Further work to correlate the productivity with soils at the 
soil family level of classification within habitat type continued by Min 
Hironaka and Maynard A. Fosberg after retirement in 1989. 

1966 Purchased High Chin Bob, born 9/4/1961, a registered American Saddle 
Horse for Stephanie and Mark.   

1967  Remodeled their D' Street home by adding onto the present house. 

1969  Rebuilt the horse barn similar to what stands today. 

1969-1970 Rotary club president. 

1970-2008 Started and ran the Rotary Club annual potato sale fund-raising project.   
  Used the Fosberg garage to store potatoes until dispersed to customers. 

1972  Fosberg's purchased an American Quarter Horse mare Rasper Gal, born  
  4/17/1965, for Stephanie to do competitions at Pony Club jumping shows. 

1973  Soil Slide Set - updated the Marbutt slide set by adding more slides of soil  
  orders and landscapes.  Sold complete slide sets through 1975.  

1975-1976 Maynard and Min Hironaka received a special grant so Dr. Don Hauxwell, 
Humbolt University, CA, could do his sabbatical working on the climatic 
data (soil moisture and temperature) with relationship to five sagebrush 
habitat types (W-Wyoming big sagebrush, N-black sagebrush, A-low 
sagebrush, T-threetip sagebrush, V-mountain big sagebrush) for the Birch 
Creek area in southeastern Idaho (counties Butte, Clark and Lemhi) 
during 1975-1976. Detailed vegetation analyses, soil descriptions and 
complete chemical and physical analyses were completed on 32 sites. A 
one of a kind research study for the entire climatic range of sagebrush 



habitat types with vegetation and soil information for each site. The soils 
were characterized by sagebrush species or subspecies developed from 
glacial outwash from limestone in the Lemhi Valley and soil association 
determined if different with sagebrush types consistently. A report was 
written but a research publication was not completed. The data will be 
placed in the NASIS database and used by the NRCS to update their soil 
surveys for Clark and Lemhi counties.   

1976-1981 Maynard’s graduate students Karl Hipple and Russ Krapf were the 
prankster fellows. They had water fights in the lab with syringes used for 
measuring. They went to the Fosberg house at 4 am and picked up 
Margaret and took her to breakfast in her nightgown. They mowed the 
lawn at 3 am of another lady that worked in the ASL lab. Not sure where 
they found the 3 wood 4’ tall pink flamingoes, but they showed up in the 
Fosberg’s front yard. The pink flamingoes attended Maynard’s 100th 
birthday celebration. They have surfaced several times for parties at the 
Fosberg’s house. They developed a monolith with horse turds to give to 
Maynard at his birthday party. It came complete with horizons depicting 
the horse turds. The monolith stayed alive until Maynard retired and he 
gave the monolith to Paul McDaniel, when he started work at in Pedology. 
Paul gave the monolith back to Maynard at the 1998 dedication of the soil 
monolith collection. The horse turd monolith finally disappeared 
somewhere. They also conspired with the PSES secretary to get the key 
to the display case with all the photos of employees for April Fool’s day. 
They placed clear lamination plastic over the photos, then drew 
moustaches, glasses or beards on the different photos. The PSES 
department head was entertaining a possible person to donate to PSES 
and when he saw the drawings on the photos became very upset.  He 
thought they had destroyed the photos, while they were not harmed as 
covered with the clear lamination plastic. They still were reprimanded for 
their April Fool’s joke and the secretary was on the hot seat for giving 
them the key to the display case. Another time Russ and Karl changed 
one of Maynard’s slides in his lecture carousel with a center fold slide from 
Play Boy magazine. As Maynard clicked through his lecture slides to his 
advanced 555 class about soil profiles, he clicked on the nude slide and 
paused momentarily and then said, “this is a different kind of profile” and 
moved to the next slide. Two female students reported him to the CALS 
dean and he had to explain why this happened. Maynard told the dean he 
had no idea who might have pulled this prank.  

1976-1978 Graduate student Kent Houston was also a prankster fellow. He had a 
rubber chicken that showed up in various opportunistic places. Maynard 
went the Kibbee Dome to run during the week quite often. One day he 



opened up his gym bag to find the chicken lying in the top of his bag. 
Maynard was a little embarrassed when other gym goers asked him where 
he got the chicken. Kent also convinced Maynard’s soil technician’s 4-year 
old daughter that the chicken needed a home and cared for by her. She 
left the CALS building with the chicken clutched by the neck.  As they 
crossed the street cars stopped and honked their horns. The chicken also 
showed up hanging on the car mirror or bumpers of other technicians or 
janitor employees at PSES. Surprisingly the chicken stayed alive for a 
long time before disappearing. 

1978  February to July went on sabbatical to work with the Bureau of Mines on  
  Mine Land Reclamation at North Dakota, Colorado, Montana, Utah and  
  New Mexico. Lived in the camper on the light blue Chevy truck.  Maynard  
  wrote his report for the Bureau of Mines. 

1979-1986 Maynard conducted research for the STEEP program by gathering field 
data to study the affects on crop yield and loss of income from erosion to 
cultivation and different plant crop rotations. He worked with Ag. 
Economist Dave Walker (1979-1986), who used the data Fosberg and 
students gathered from the farm cooperator fields to evaluate farm income 
loss due to erosion and farming practices. Students that helped with data 
collection or graduate thesis requirements were Karl Hipple, Mary Brodahl, 
David Mital, Eileen and Eric Falen. 

1980  Maynard's U of I collegiate soil team won first at the region 7 competition.   
  They went to Wisconsin for the national collegiate soil competition   
  traveling in the camper on the light blue Chevy truck. They placed fourth  
  in the US. The team was to dress in formal attire for the banquet;   
  however, his team of Hal Collins, Bill Ypsilantis, Pierre Bordenave, and  
  Phil Jones showed up in their soil order tee shirts and funny glasses with a 
  nose and mustache. Maynard was in formal attire and still remarks how  
  embarrassed he was with his students. 

1980  Maynard worked with Wakefield Dort, Kansas, on an anthropology site at  
  Owl Cave, Pocatello. They discovered about early people in the area. 

1980  Stephanie Ann married John Staniewski in an April gala affair at 1707  
  East D' Street. Soil students parked cars in the riding arena, but nipped a  
  little too much champagne. They were pretty rowdy by the end of the day. 

1982  Mark Fosberg and his wife Karen graduated from Washington State  
            University Veterinary School with a degree in Veterinary Science. 

1984  Maynard became a 4-H leader in the Genesee 4-H Livestock Club. 



1986-2002 Joined the Genesee Rim Riders horse club. 

1985 Maynard took off for south Idaho with 9 graduate students from his 555 
advanced genesis and morphology class. Jim Mital, Debbie Dumroese. 
and Robert Blank were three of the students that went on the 10-day trip. 
They stopped along the way to classify different soils and take monoliths 
for the UI-collection.  At Rogerson they stayed several days going over 
Maynard’s PhD thesis sites reclassifying all the pedons using the new Soil 
Taxonomy. Everyone helped write their class report with soil descriptions, 
which looked like a mini-thesis in itself. In fact, all of Maynard’s 555 class 
reports were written like a mini-thesis. 

1986-1993 Started his work with J. D. McKendrick and Pete Scorup at Palmer and 
Fairbanks, AK working on the Arctophila feasibility study, plant 
succession, and long-term tundra recovery in northern Alaska, North 
Slope, Borough at Prudhoe Bay. Maynard did the soil work by describing 
the soils under different vegetation habitats on the tundra and disturbed 
areas by the British Petroleum Association (BPA) oil pipe line because he 
was familiar with soil/vegetation habitat work. Maynard collected an 
Inceptisol monolith at Pete Scorup’s farm near Palmer, AK at the 
Matanuska-Sustina area (card no. 10-01) in 1987 and five Gelisol 
monoliths from Prudhoe Bay, AK on the north slope (card no. 12-01 to 12-
05) in 1988. The monoliths were shipped to Moscow, Idaho from Alaska 
by McKendrick and Scorup in two shipments. First the Inceptisol, then the 
Gelisols. They arrived in a huge crates wrapped/tied in cloth on boards 
and finished at the UI-campus. When the BPA funds were ending, instead 
of McKendrick paying Maynard a salary he donated a floor model 
centrifuge they had purchased, but never had used in their laboratory. It 
was shipped to Moscow and arrived safely with all the attachments for the 
Pedology Laboratory (estimated donation $8K). Maynard continued to 
consult with McKendrick and Scorup after his retirement. 

1986-2019 Purchased Tinka Puddin from Meryln Brusven, Genesee, with a 5-month  
  old, loud colored Overo sorrel paint filly, Billy's Bonita (born March 3,  
  1986). Bonita has trekked the miles, taught many riders the ropes of  
  different riding disciplines, and is still greeting passer byes at the Fosberg  
  Horse Ranch today. 

1988  Maynard's last MS student, Kent Houston, graduated in Soil Science. His  
  thesis title: Soil-habitat type relationships in the Idaho Selkirk Mountains.  
  A total of 21 students (5 PhD, and 16 MS) were mentored by Maynard.   
  He also was on numerous other student committees for MS and PhD  
  degrees from other colleges and disciplines. 



1989  Presented a plaque (2/22/89) by the Idaho Soil Society Association   
  (ISSA), "For Outstanding Contributions to the Soil Science Profession in  
  Idaho". 

1989  Presented a plaque by Dean Larry Branen (5/1/1989) for 40-years   
  "Dedication and Service to the College of Agriculture".  

1989  Collected two Chilcott soil monolith's (card no. 06-07) from Elmore County. 
  One was shipped to the Netherlands International Monolith Collection and  
  the other added to the UI Fosberg Monolith Collection at CALS – 1st floor. 

1989  Retired from the University of Idaho Plant, Soil, and Entomological   
  Sciences (PSES) after 40-years to obtain salary savings to hire a new  
  Pedologist.  Maynard did a special UI teaching assignment from February  
  1989 to August 1990.  Bob Mahler gave Maynard 10 trees for each year  
  employed at the University of Idaho (400).    

1989  Funded the Maynard Fosberg Endowment for a UI freshman soil science  
  scholarship and the Idaho Land Judging program (15K). Original fund was 
  initiated in 1986 by Robert McDole and Bob Kukachka to support the Land 
  Judging program, so changed to Maynard's name.  Mark and Stephanie  
  later added to the endowment to get enough funds from interest to help  
  both programs. 

1990  Took over the lead to conduct the Idaho High School 4-H/FFA Land  
  Judging contests, when Bob McDole retired.   

1990-2008 Conducted the yearly regional and state land judging events throughout  
  Idaho. In 2008 given a plaque for his outstanding contributions to the  
  Career Development program for Idaho youth for the Soil/Land   
  Evaluation program. 

1991  Stephanie Ann graduated from Washington State University with her  
  degree in pharmacy. 

1993  Granted an Idaho Honorary State FFA Degree by FFA Association. 

1993  Tinka Puddin gave birth to Tinky's Tucker, 6/18/1993, at the Fosberg  
  Horse  Ranch, dark brown stud colt (alias Tucker, the famous gate   
  opener). 

1994  Maynard along with other AGR's from other chapters present were   
  responsible for getting an Alpha Gamma Rho (AGR) chapter located on  
  the UI-campus. Maynard was instrumental in making the chapter happen  
  because of his dedicated involvement. The AGR fraternity moved to the  



  Lambda Chi house in 1996.  After 15-years they moved to their present  
  location in 2011, the renovated old TKE house. 

1994  Went on his first Chief Joseph 100-mile trail ride with Tinka Puddin.   
  Accompanied by Tom Gates, Troy and Lloyd Wilson, Genesee. 

1995  Tinka Puddin gave birth to Jasmine Tinky Tucker, 4/19/1995, at the   
  Fosberg Horse Ranch, buckskin filly (alias Jazz, the famous water trough  
  foot washer). 

1996  Presented a plaque by the Alpha Gamma Rho fraternity (AGR) as a  
  "Testimonial in recognition of 50-years membership" to the IOTA Chapter,  
  402 members (became a member 4/27/1946 and was member #104). 

1996 Trail riding was such fun, so he went on another leg of the Chief Joseph 
100- mile trail ride with Billy's Bonita (Tinka Puddin's foal).  He was again 
accompanied by Tom Gates, Troy and Lloyd Wilson, Genesee. 

1996 Maynard collected another Cecil series monolith from the Georgia 
property that they had purchased from the original William’s family farm. 
Mark and Karen Fosberg helped Maynard collect the monolith (card no. 
07-02, one of two Ultisol soil order monoliths in the collection).  

1997-2003  Did seven additional professional consulting assignments during this time  
  for the State of Idaho QUIET Title Case (Snake River Islands), for Idaho  
  Attorney General, Boise. 

1998  UI-PSES dedicated the Fosberg Monolith Collection (235 monoliths).  Paul 
  McDaniel was instrumental in getting a bronze plaque made for Maynard  
  in the hallway as well as an OSHA approved display case made by   
  Shaney Rockefeller's dad (Lapwai) for a monolith, photo of Maynard, and  
  plaques won by the UI Collegiate Soil Evaluation teams. 

1998-1999 Presented a plaque by the National Association of Agricultural Educators  
  for "Region 1 Outstanding Cooperation Award", sponsored by Forrest T.  
  Jones & Company and Ruritan National. 

1999  Presented a plaque "In appreciation for Distinguished Service" by the  
  Idaho  FFA Association. 

1999  Maynard attended the National 4-H/FFA Land Judging contest in   
  Oklahoma City with Anita Falen, so two Latah County 4-H soil teams  
  could compete. The team won the northwest regional homesite award. 

1999  Maynard and Margaret officially placed their 23-acre property into a Land  
  Trust program at 1707 East D' Street. A rock engraved with dates and a  



  sign were placed at the bridge over Paradise Creek by the property so  
  passersby can view the creek, wildlife, birds and native plants. 

1999  Granted the Idaho State FFA Honorary American FFA Degree. 

2003-2019 Joined the re-organized Moscow Grange #452 and Latah County Pomona 
  Grange #17. Helped with youth events and the 7-acre Grange Park. 

2003-2019 Joined the C Bar F Saddle & Equine Youth Club to support local youth  
  using Bonita and doing 4-H horse projects. 

2003  Maynard and Margaret were the recipients of the University of Idaho  
  Treasure Award. 

2003  Granted the National FFA Honorary American FFA degree. 

2003  Presented the National Distinguished Ag Extension Educator award by  
  National FFA. 

2000-2003 Maynard became acquainted with W. C. Mahaney, Geomorphology and 
Pedology Lab. at York University, Atkinson College, North York, Ontario, 
Canada. Bill Mahaney did geological work in Africa, Switzerland, and in 
Wyoming. He always sent his soil samples to the UI-Pedology Lab for 
analyses and consultation on results. The Wind River geological study led 
to a publication Later Pleistocene and Holocene Soils in Mammoth Basin 
and Green River Areas, Wind River Mountains, Wyoming. It took Bill 
several years to get the publication completed and accepted.  Bill has kept 
contact throughout the years and shared his other work research projects 
from all over the world.  

 
2004-2019 Started the re-establishment of a Palouse Prairie on the hill at D' Street. It  
  has been quite a process with help from the Latah County SWCD (Trish  
  Heekin, Brenda Erhardt), Jacie/Wayne Jensen, AGR, and many other  
  workers. 

2004  Received the Alpha Gamma Rho "Brother of the Century" award. 

2006  PSES Department Head, Ding Johnson, secured money from several  
  places (CALS dean, donations, and extra department funds) to have  
  railings placed in the hallways to protect soil monoliths from accidental  
  bumping and loss. UI-Facilities machine shop designed the railings that  
  could be removed for monoliths in the different hallways. It only took them  
  3-days to install railings after machining them.  

2007  Maynard was instrumental in assisting Jason Jimenez and Anita Falen  
  completely renovate the UI-Fosberg Monolith Collection at CALS first  
  floor.  Heavy monoliths were double boarded, new hanging wires added,  



  black paint, repair, stabilization with vinylite resin and cellulose acetate as  
  well as new monolith cards with the latest criteria for classification,   
  information and UI-logo. 

2007  The last monolith collected by Maynard for the UI-Fosberg Monolith  
  Collection out of Rogerson, Idaho, same location as a monolith taken by  
  Maynard for his PhD work almost 50-years later. The 1960 monolith was  
  destroyed when the door was slammed and it slipped off the  board. Dave  
  Hoover, Rod Kyar and Leah Juarros assisted Maynard. Dave wanted one  
  of the 3 monoliths collected.  After they were prepared for hanging on the  
  wall, Maynard decided he did not want to part with any of them.   

2008  Donated a bench for the UI-Arboretum. 

2008 Maynard and Margaret Fosberg placed 121 acres of the Newt and May 
William’s family farm (purchased in 1910), where Margaret grew up with 
her siblings in Heard County with the Georgia-Alabama Land Trust 
affiliate, Chattahoochee Valley Land Trust to preserve four generations of 
the family farm into a conservation land trust to maintain a family legacy. 
The land is now mostly in pine timber and has a special natural area along 
the property’s southern boundary that features streams and a whitewater 
creek. 

 The land trust will preserve the unique habitat and protect it from some of the land 
being used for a housing development. The easement is a guiding hand of 
the family to protect the William’s family legacy. 

2009  Presented a plaque for 18-years of contributions to the Idaho Soil and  
  Land Evaluation program at the award banquet at the Burley High School. 

2009  UI-SArb (Student Alumni Relations Board) Silver and Gold day dedicated  
  a tree planting (Scarlet Oak) in Maynard and Margaret Fosberg's name at  
  a ceremony by the UI-library. 

2011  Presented a plaque (10/21/11) at the 84th National FFA Convention for  
  "Dedicated/Outstanding Service to Agriculture Education and FFA". 

2011  Presented the Latah Soil and Water Conservation District Steward Award. 

2012  Certificate (3/8/12) for "Lifetime Membership in the Palouse Prairie   
  Foundation". 

2013-2014 Maynard donated $1K along with CALS-Dean John Folz to have 165 soil  
  monoliths photographed to make a digital collection of the UI-Fosberg Soil 
  Monolith collection (photo with card) by the UI-Library. Kai Eiselein was  
  hired as the photographer.  Anita was instructed to photograph only the  



  best ones in the collection, but after reviewing each monolith card she  
  decided they all had a story to tell and were deemed good. Later a   
  Wyoming student photographed other monoliths, so the entire 235   
  monoliths have photos for the digital collection.   

2016  Margaret Fosberg passed away at home March 17, 2016, at age 94. 

2017 Maynard started doing Moscow 2nd grade farm tours with the SWCD 
personnel to show students his farm, Palouse Prairie, horses, and how he 
has kept the farm as a legacy with the conservation land trust to preserve 
the property for native plant growth and community members to enjoy the 
23-acre open space in the city limits. 

2018  Moscow Rotary Club dedicated a bench to Maynard in the Rotary Park at  
  the corner of East F Street and Orchard Avenue for his 55+ years of  
  commitment to Rotary Club. 

2018  The new Soil and Water Systems Department (SWS) decided to close the  
  UI-Pedology Program (formerly in PSES) in June.  Maynard came two  
  March afternoons to clean out his long overdue office shrine, after being  
  retired for 29 years. The entire office was dispersed to the library, his  
  house and to other historical archives.  An ongoing project is being   
  conducted to save historical slides, photos, and documents generated by  
  Maynard. 

2018 Another complete renovation/update (6/30/2018) to the Fosberg Monolith 
Collection was conducted by Anita Falen, Brian Gardner and Paul 
McDaniel. Corry Frazier and Marco Hirschler (volunteers) placed Lexel 
caulking down the sides of every monolith to insure contact of soil column 
to boards. New black paint added to cover up caulking.  Each monolith 
was treated with vinylite resin by Anita Falen to repair loose peds and 
brighten the soils. The cards were updated with the new UI-logo, scientific 
names of plants as well as common names, digital location added and 
checked, new climate information, and classification re-visited. New cards 
were printed on 3 colors and added to monoliths (Vandal gold Mollisols 
order 8, orders 1-7 blue, and orders 9-12 on green).  

2018  Maynard supervised the August return of moved monoliths to the newly  
  renovated UI-Soil Teaching Laboratory to make sure they were moved  
  correctly. Corry Frazier checked the location list for monoliths. Anita Falen  
  has updated the location spreadsheet for monoliths, so they can be  
  located easier. 



2018 Maynard had 50 camas bulbs planted (Marcus Hirschler) for the third time 
to establish Camas at his property in the corner by the bridge over 
Paradise Creek.   

2018  Brian Gardner, Moscow NRCS office, and Anita Falen took Maynard to  
  Bonita's pasture at D' street in November to auger to find a location for  
  one final monolith to be taken. Maynard watched and box samples were  
  taken of horizons. Water was hit at 50 inches. It was decided to wait  
  until spring as the weather was changing hampering the process. 

2019 Maynard’s birthday wish was to collect a monolith from his pasture where 
a former student had dug and found some ash. Two monoliths (Latahco 
series) were taken in mid-June at the pasture location. One monolith for 
Maynard's house (08-104) and one for the Fosberg Monolith Collection at 
1st floor CALS (08-105). Many helping hands (UI soil students, Brian 
Gardner and Scott Bare, NRCS and others) assisted to get the monolith 
taken, out of the pit, transferred, and worked down to show structure. 
Anita Falen prepared resins, treated monoliths, added wire for hanging 
and created a new card placed on the board with help from Moscow 
SWCD (Trish Heekin and Brenda Erhardt), Paul McDaniel, and Brian 
Gardner. Maynard co-supervised with Anita Falen the creation of the new 
soil monoliths. His new monolith was showcased at his 100th family 
birthday party at the 1912 Center and is presently in his living room.  

2019 The Latah County Historical Society and Palouse Land Trust partnered to 
host an open house “Reflections on the Land: A conversation with 
Maynard Fosberg” at the Fosberg property (7/2/2019) with a short walking 
tour of the property, followed by a guided un-rehearsed conversation by 
Janice Smith-Hill with Dr. Fosberg about his experiences with the land and 
the changes of the past 70-years. The event was presented in conjunction 
with the forthcoming exhibition of Crossroads: Change in Rural America, a 
Smithsonian Institution traveling exhibition supported by the Idaho 
Humanities Council.  Approximately 80 people attended. The Latah 
County Community Foundation provided refreshments and light snacks in 
the riding arena off Mt. View Road.  

2019 The First Presbyterian Church hosted a 100th birthday celebration for 
Maynard Fosberg at their church (7/7/2019). Church members had melons 
shipped to Moscow for their luncheon from Turlock, CA, where Maynard 
grew up. The person that sent the melons, and his sons, knew the 
Fosberg family.  

2019 Maynard's family helped him celebrate 100-years July 14, 2019, at the 
Moscow 1912 Center with a luncheon, his timeline with photos, soil 



monolith cakes, soil monolith, and geology present in rock photo holders. 
Shea Saracleos was instrumental in handling/sending the party invitations, 
table decorations, flowers, and arrangements. The Lewis SWCD travelling 
soil tunnel (tent) was present in the parking lot with soil panels developed 
as an interactive about our greatest resource - soils. One panel depicted 
the Prairie soils along with several other panels about soil development. 
Eileen Rowan entertained visitor’s with information about the travelling soil 
tunnel. There were over 150 guests from all over that met and conversed 
with Maynard and his family.  Many former students and colleagues 
attended. Maynard was kept busy visiting and reminiscing from 2-5 pm 
and was not able to eat his food until at home later. Fosberg family 
members took flowers from the tables to place on Margaret’s grave after 
the celebration. Maynard received lots of cards and letters from everyone 
as well as family/friend visitors.   

A new signed science fiction book was presented to Maynard (7/27/2019) 
after the birthday celebration as Maynard is one of the stars of the story by 
Dr. James Uhlenkott, a family friend of Mark Fosberg. The book is titled 
“Conviction” and is available on Amazon kindle or book purchase.  

The SWS department presented Maynard with the Hasselblad camera he 
used in his early soil research days at a luncheon meeting after the 
birthday party celebration at his home (7/22/2019). Bill Loftus and Jodi 
Johnson-Maynard were instrumental in securing the Hasselblad camera 
for Maynard. Bill also secured new batteries for the camera and the 
manual for operation as well as cleaning information. 

2019  Metadata table for the Fosberg Monolith Collection will be updated with  
  the new card information, so the library can finish the digital collection that  
  can be used by everyone online. A map with digital location point can be  
  clicked on to see the photo of the monolith and card information.  A great  
  teaching tool for the entire soil world to use.  

2019  Maynard will receive his 35-year 4-H pin and certificate at the November  
  10, 2019 Latah County awards banquet. 

2019 Maynard was nominated for a Quilt of Valor from the National Quilts of 
Valor Foundation. The quilts are for veterans of wars and their 
involvement like Maynard’s in WWII. The quilt is a handcrafted heirloom 
for each person that receives the nomination and the time/place for 
presentation is to be determined in the next 6-12 months.  

 



Note: Anita L. Falen prepared this timeline from information saved from archives, 
working with Maynard 20-years and as a family friend for almost 50-years. Updated 
over the months prior to his 100th birthday and probably more updates as Maynard 
continues to tell his life story. Eventually, add more information about the entire Fosberg 
family for his legacy to live forever.    


